[Perioperative use of antithrombotic agents: recommendations of the American College of Chest Physicians (ACCP) and the French Superior Health Authority (HAS)].
The purpose of this work was to analyse management practices for patients given anticoagulants or antiplatelet agents such as aspirin, clopidogrel and who are to undergo an invasive procedure or surgery. The modalities for the transition from oral agents to low-molecular-weight-heparin (LMWH) or unfractionated heparin (UFH) are studied. The recommendations or suggestions using the ACCP score: grade 1 recommendations are strongly motivated and indicate whether the benefit overbalances or not the risk, the burden, and the cost of the treatment. Grade 2 recommendations are considered to be suggestions. They imply that the individual physician chooses between different therapeutic strategies. For the purpose of this work, the most important recommendations are the following: